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Apr 29 2025 On these pages you can learn more about the people places and
stories ofColoradoNationalMonument

The monument hashistorydating back thousands of years a road and buildings
constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps Mission 66 architecture and much
more Colorado National Monumentis aNationalPark Service unit near the city of
Grand Junction Colorado

Sheer walled canyons cut deep into sandstone and granitegneissschist rock
formations On May 24 1911 President William Howard Taft
establishedColoradoNationalMonumentin Mesa County near Grand Junction

Today the monument one of eight in Colorado encompasses more than 20 000 acres
of sandstone cliffs and monoliths scenic canyons and sparse vegetation Nov 4
2025 From 45O foot high Independence Monument the largest free standing rock
formation in the park to the smallest detail carved in stone the grand sculptor
inColoradoNationalMonumenthas been erosion Themonumentwas officially established
by presidential proclamation in 1911

Given the rugged terrain and relative remoteness access to themonumentwas a
problem for decades after its creation Established in 1911 it occupies an area
of 32 square miles 83 square km

Situated on the Uncompahgre Plateau which itself is part of the
largerColoradoPlateau themonumentis known for its colourful wind eroded
sandstone formations towering monoliths and steep walled canyons May 3 2024 The
unique landscape ofColoradoNationalMonumentis a result of ongoing erosion
processes that have shaped the rock formations over millennia

Water wind and ice have all played a role in sculpting the canyons cliffs and
rock spires that make up the monument This article lists the oldest
extantbuildingsinColorado including extant buildings andstructuresconstructed
prior to and during the United States rule overColorado Thehistoryof the land of
any national park in this part of the west stems predominantly from its Indian
heritage Northern Ute in this case and although that heritage is in fact marred
by the removal of the tribes it still remains an integral part of the story
ofColoradoNationalMonument Themonumentis part of the vast upland area flanking
theColoradoRiver on either side of Grand Valley

The deep red sand stone has been carved by action of wind and water through
eons.
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