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Nov 2 2024 NASA sPioneer Venus 1was the first of a two spacecraft orbiter probe
combination designed to study the atmosphere of Venus. It was the first American
spacecraft to orbit Venus. The second spacecraft was launched a few months later

Pioneer Venus 1 used radar to map the surface of Venus PioneerVenus2 contained
the first spacecraft to land from the United States the Day Probe. It soft
landed on 9 December 1978

[1][2][3][4][5][6] The most recent lander was part of the Vega 2 mission which

soft landed on 15 June 1985 Launched on 3 November 1973 Mariner 10 conducted
flybys of bothVenusand Mercury becoming the first spacecraft to visit two

planets

The spacecraft was launched on an Atlas Centaur rocket right from launch complex
36B at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station The Pioneer Venus orbiter was thefirstof
a two spacecraft orbiter probecombination designed to conduct a comprehensive
investigation of the atmosphere ofVenus May 20 1978 The 1 280 pound
PioneerVenusleft the Kennedy Space Center atop an Atlas Centaur rocket at 9 13
a.m

EDT and flew into a parking orbit 115 miles above the earth where its Centaur
engine was Dec 10 2018 The Pioneer Venus spacecraft provided a detailed and
accurate picture ofVenus atmosphere the thick cloud layers and the wind systems

While the Multiprobes mission was brief once it arrived atVenus the Orbiter far
outlasted its expected 243 day lifetime Dec 2 2025 Thefirstspacecraft to reach
the vicinity of another planet and return data was the U.S. Mariner 2 in its
flyby ofVenusin 1962

Since then Venushas been the target of more than 20 spacecraft missions In 1962
the American probeMariner 2flew past Venus for the first time at 35 000 km and
took the first in situ measurements of the temperature then evaluated as > 200C
and the high atmospheric pressure

It also discovered the slow retrograde rotation of Venus Launch vehicle company
Rocket Lab and MIT plan to send the first private mission toVenusas early as
January 2025

NASAs DAVINCI will be thefirstmission to visit theVenusianatmosphere since 1984
providing the most detailed measurements weve ever had of its composition and
structure May 5 2025 Launched on July 22 1962 Mariner 1was NASAs first
spacecraft sent to explore Venus and it marked a significant step in the United
States early space exploration efforts

The missions goal was to study the atmosphere and surface of Venus which at the
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