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Context Theblackmamba Dendroaspis polylepis is due to its extremely toxic venom
one of the most dangerous snake species in Sub Saharan Africa. A D

polylepis bite is a medical emergency and requires adequate action to prevent
severe complications BlackMambasare shy animals and prefer to stay away from
human contact. Human population expansion into its habitat could therefore
constitute a potential threat to this species

However the extent of its range throughout much of Africa means that this should
not be considered a serious threat Abstract Theblackmamba Dendroaspis polylepis
ranks consistently as one of the most revered snakes in sub Saharan Africa

It has potent neurotoxic venom and envenomation results in rapid onset and
severe clinical manifestations We present the case of a male adult who was
admitted to an emergency department after having sustained envenomation from
ablackmamba Dendroaspis polylepis

According to the available history a single fang hooked his right index finger
post venom extraction Theblackmamba pictured is aggressive bad tempered and
lightning fast

Because its habitat overlaps with human communities this highly venomous snake
represents a grave threat to people Unveiling the nature ofblackmamba
Dendroaspis polylepis venom 4 through venomics and antivenom immunoprofiling
Identification of key 5 toxin targets for antivenom development Distribution of
theblackmamba Dendroaspis polylepis in Africa

Each filled circle indicates reports of one or more specimens of D. polylepis.
For the sake of visual clarity we have not included all records from east and
central Africa where D. polylepis has a wide distribution.
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