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Dec 25 2025 For thefirstfew decades of theNFL the league avoidedChristmasgames.
That changed in 1971

Here s a look at thefirstNFLgamesonChristmas The1943NFL Championship Game played
on December 26 of that year because of scheduling complications brought on by

World War Il was the first regulation NFL game to be played on or after

Christmas While the tradition of football on Thanksgiving has become a part of

our culture playing NFL games on Christmas Day is relatively rare

The first time that a pro football game was played on Christmas came in1971with
a pair of playoff games slated for the holiday In 1971 theNFLplayoffs began
onChristmasDay with two games

The Cowboys visited the Vikings but the road team emerged with a 20 12 win
Christmasgamesare still fairly new for theNFL. For many years the league stayed
away from the holiday except for one playoffgamein 1971. In 1989 theNFLplayed
aChristmasDaygamebecauseChristmasfell on a Monday

The Minnesota Vikings beat the Cincinnati Bengals 2921 marking
thefirstChristmasgamein 18 years Dec 18 2023 What teams played in the NFLs first
Christmas games? In1971 the Dallas Cowboys Minnesota Vikings Kansas City Chiefs
and Miami Dolphins played in the first NFL Christmas games Dec 25 2020 In 1971

as the NFL was crafting the upcoming schedule they decided to buck tradition and
schedule games forChristmasDay which fell on a Saturday that year.
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