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ShreevatsaR What proof do you have to offer of your hypothesis that this bit of
general English has of late been reduced to a mere Americanism? Im pretty sure
that the OEDs statement that cock is the current name among the people still
holds true for native speakers everywhere

Yes you can get some nuance between cock and dick or regional difference between
wiener and willy but A commentinWhat is a feminine version of guys? got me
wondering how derogatory is the use of chicks to refer to women eitheringeneral

or to a specific group

To me | m a man it was quite Oct 10 2012 These are all rather fanciful
derivations. The word cock has a very broad spread of meaning

Per my answer here the one that mattersincock up is more related to the usageina
cocked hat or when an anglercockshis float It s well known thatcockswill fight
though it was bannedinindiain1960

The earliest example | can find is 1963 inThe Valley of Pines The Rainbow of
Life Dillo the famous fightercock the most bellicose woman of the vicinity was a
few yards away. She too was coming to fetch water

Here s another exampleinuse A quick search brings up The Sporting Dictionary and
Rural Repository of General Information Upon Every Subject Appertaining To The
Sports Of The Field Volume 1 1803 which contains a relevant definition COCK
FEEDER signifies a person whose occupation it is to collect handle and feed a

pen ofcocks to fight such main or match as may be made or agreed on by those who
deposit the Aug 2 2016 China Index hot and coldCocks Nickel Bibbs Trap and
trimmings but how widespread cock was for faucet or tapin1910 is not immediately
clear

A writerinthe American Dialect Society Publication issue 21 1954 [combined
snippets] meanwhile takes a Freudian approach to analyzing the genesis of the
term Inthe United States cock is considered vulgarinalmost every context except
possiblyinsituations with people you are very close friends with

| have never heard the phrase all to cock used but I m not sure if that has to
do with its vulgarity or just the arbitrary nature of dialectual phrase adoption

Below are some more common American alternatives to the phrase all meaning Its
worth noting thatinthe UK context and company is very important with swearing.
It can be used without targeting reasonably safelyinimpolite society

I wouldn t think twice about calling a friend a cunt but directed towards a
stranger or a casual acquaintance it may well resultina punch. Older generations
are more likely to be offended by its use than younger Feb 8 2012 just buy one
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