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They have signed termsofunconditional surrender.Thepresident went on to
proclaimthefollowingday Sunday September 2 to be V JDaythe day offormal
surrender by Japan.TheUnited States still marks each September 2 as V JDaywith
ceremonies honoringthesacrificesof themen and women who servedin thePacific war
D Daylnitially set for June 5 D Daywas delayed due to poor weather

With a small windowofopportunityin theweather Eisenhower decided to goD Daywould
be June 6 1944. Paratroopers began landing after midnight followed by a massive
naval and aerial bombardment at 6 30 a.m

American forces faced severe resistance at Omaha and Utah D Day TheAllies Invade
EuropelnMay 1944 theWestern Allies were finally prepared to deliver their

greatest blowof thewar thelong delayed cross channel invasionofnorthern France
code named Overlord D DAY THEALLIED INVASIONOFNORMANDYTheAllied
assaultinNormandy to begintheAllied liberationofNazi occupied Western Europe was
code named Operation Overlord

It required two yearsofplanning force and logistics build up and extensive
training bytheUnited States and Great Britainin theBritish Isles

Overlord was oneof themost heavily guarded secretsof thewar and it Throughoutthe
day ofAugust 14th anticipation mounted as people listened totheradio or called
their local newspaper forthelatest word. TheNew York Times announced that its
revolving news signinTimes Square would remain on continuously duringthewait

Many people lingered belowthesign knowingthebiggest celebrationofall would occur
there.Thewaiting gave cities throughoutthe Theflagsoffreedom fly over all Europe
Truman said

Truman designated May 8 as V EDayand mostof theWestern Allies followed
suit. TheSoviets however designated May 9 as V EDayor Soviet VictoryDay based
onthedocument signedinBerlin

NewsofGermany s surrender ignited joyous celebrationsincities acrosstheworld By
August 1945 theJapanese Empire was onthevergeofdefeat but still refused to
surrender

However a new weapon unlike any other would soon help lead totheendofWorld War
Il and have ripple effects for decades to come Dedicatedin2000 asTheNationalD
DayMuseum and now designated by Congress as Americas National WWII Museum
theinstitution celebratestheAmerican spirit teamwork optimism courage and
sacrificesof themen and women who fought onthebattlefront and served ontheHome
Front Thecommemorations on January 27 remind us thattheHolocaust
wastheresultofstep by step decisions by individuals that led tothelargest

genocidein thehistoryofmankindina waveofantisemitism intolerance and hatred
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