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They have signed termsofunconditional surrender. The president went on to
proclaim the followingday Sunday September 2 to be V JDaytheday offormal
surrender by Japan

The United States still marks each September 2 as V JDaywith ceremonies honoring
the sacrificesofthe men and women who served in the Pacific war D DayInitially
set for June 5 D Daywas delayed due to poor weather

With a small windowofopportunity in the weather Eisenhower decided to goD
Daywould be June 6 1944. Paratroopers began landing after midnight followed by a
massive naval and aerial bombardment at 6 30 a.m

American forces faced severe resistance at Omaha and Utah D Day The Allies
Invade Europe In May 1944 the Western Allies were finally prepared to deliver
their greatest blowofthe war the long delayed cross channel invasionofnorthern
France code named Overlord D DAY THE ALLIED INVASIONOFNORMANDY The Allied
assault in Normandy to begin the Allied liberationofNazi occupied Western Europe
was code named Operation Overlord

It required two yearsofplanning force and logistics build up and extensive
training by the United States and Great Britain in the British Isles

Overlord was oneofthe most heavily guarded secretsofthe war and it Throughout
theday ofAugust 14th anticipation mounted as people listened to the radio or
called their local newspaper for the latest word

The New York Times announced that its revolving news sign in Times Square would
remain on continuously during the wait. Many people lingered below the sign
knowing the biggest celebrationofall would occur there

The waiting gave cities throughout the The flagsoffreedom fly over all Europe
Truman said. Truman designated May 8 as V EDayand mostofthe Western Allies
followed suit. The Soviets however designated May 9 as V EDayor Soviet
VictoryDay based on the document signed in Berlin

NewsofGermany s surrender ignited joyous celebrations in cities across the world
By August 1945 the Japanese Empire was on the vergeofdefeat but still refused to
surrender

However a new weapon unlike any other would soon help lead to the endofWorld War
II and have ripple effects for decades to come Dedicated in 2000 as The National
D DayMuseum and now designated by Congress as Americas National WWII Museum the
institution celebrates the American spirit teamwork optimism courage and
sacrificesofthe men and women who fought on the battlefront and served on the
Home Front The commemorations on January 27 remind us that the Holocaust was the



resultofstep by step decisions by individuals that led to the largest genocide

in the historyofmankind in a waveofantisemitism intolerance and hatred The

United Kingdom announced that its official V JDaywould be the nextday August 15

1945 and Americans exuberantly joined in thatdays merriment too

Victory over JapanDay V JDay would officially be celebrated in the United States

on thedayformal surrender documents were signed aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo

Bay September 2.
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