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Many people think the phrase an eye for an eye means we can punish or even take
revenge upon someone in the exact same manner they used to harm us

What would happen if we operated our lives and even our criminal justice system
based upon a literal interpretation of this phrase found in the Old Testament?
There are only four places in the King James Bible where this phrase or slight
The rule of an eye for an eye was part of Gods Law given by Moses to ancient
Israel and quoted by Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount

It was never meant to authorize or sanction vigilante justice The camel through
theeyeof a needle parable was given by Jesus in 30 A.D. just a short time before
his final Passover and death

His somewhat humorous comparison is mentioned in three of the four gospel
accounts Matthew 19 23 26 Mark 10 23 27 Luke 18 24 27. The context of the camel
parable is that a rich young man approached Jesus and asked what it took to have
eternal life Leviticus 24 20 Contemporary English Version

Fact The eye for an eye law in ancient Israel discouraged acts of personal
revenge. Generally the rule helped judges impose appropriate punishments. b
Deuteronomy 19 15 21

Misconception Since the Bible does not authorize personal revenge we cannot
defend ourselves when attacked What does Ezekiel s wheel in a wheel vision mean?
What can we learn about this strange and fantastic view of heaven? Exodus 21 1

What is the meaning behind an eye for an eye found in Exodus 21 24 25? Answer
Exodus 22 2. What is the principle expressed in Exodus 22 7 9? Answer 3. What is
the principle expressed in Exodus 22 16 17? Answer 4. What does God think of
witchcraft or bestiality? Answer 5

Does God allow lending money with interest? Answer 6

When did the Apostle Paul violate the command A 19th century commentary on the
Bible by Adam Clarke states It seems that the Jews had made this law [eye for

eye toothfortooth] a groundforauthorising private resentments and all the

excesses committed by a vindictive spirit

Revenge was often carried to the utmost extremity and more evil returned than
what had been received Loves a bond of unity. Cancel the debt forgive and
forget. Thats the way true friendship should be. CHORUS Before the sun slips
from the sky Lets be sure we both seeeyetoeye

Well forget the things we said And please lets forgive. Here in our hearts thats
where it starts. Bonded in love forgiving one another Misconception The use
ofeyepaint or eyeshadow by wicked Queen Jezebel proves that wearing makeup is
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