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plume n. late 14c

a feather especially a large and conspicuous one from OIld French plume soft
feather down feather bed and directly from Latin pluma a small soft feather down
the first beard from PIE root *pleus to pluck a feather fleece source of Old
English fleos fleece There are 16 meanings listed in OED s entry for the
nounplume two of which are labelled obsolete

See Meaning use for definitions usage and quotation evidence
WordHistoryEtymology Noun Middle English from Anglo French from Latin pluma
small soft feather more at fleece 3 days ago After the explosion aplumeof smoke
could be seen in the sky for miles around

The pollutant creates a contaminantplumewithin an aquifer Flames rose several
stories and sent up a massiveplumeof smoke that could be seen across the city If
aplumerises to the Earth s surface it erupts as lava

If it remains below the Earth s surface it eventually solidifies into a body of
rock known as a pluton Nov 4 2024 Explore the comprehensive meaning definition
andetymologyof thewordplume

See real world examples of the noun feather smoke column and the verb to take
pride including the popular phrase nom deplume Sep 21 2025 The word plume traces
back toMiddle Englishplume from the Old French plume itself derived from the

Latin pluma meaning small soft feather or down adjectiveplumelike plumelike
adjective WordoriginC14 from Old French from Latin plma downy feather Apr 13
2024 [LME]Plumeand plumage come via French from Latin pluma down soft feather

The Latin was borrowed at an early date into many Germanic languages probably
because from Roman times there was an important trade between these northern
lands and the south in warm soft goose down for stuffing pillows and duvets.
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