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The sideshow freaks were all played by persons with real deformities

No special effects makeup was used except in one brief scene at the end of the
movie Abstract This article introduces Tod Brownings 1932 filmFreaks in
conversation with nineteenth century carnival and fair practices and further
explains the creation and development of the freakshow In a circus in which
several people with significant physical deformities make their living as
sideshow attractions a voluptuous tra peze artist and her brawny lover attempt
to take advantageofa midget in order to take possessionofhis fortune The truth
strength of Code of theFreaksis its ability to translate years of academic

theory and activist discussion into a compelling and easy to follow documentary
A REALITY TRIP ON THEFREAKS A HISTORIOGRAPHY OF THE COUNTERCULTURE OF THE 19¢
by Robert O

Standish The presence offreaksin American literary texts particularly as they re
emerge in late twentieth century works articulate a complex set of relationships
that define what Elizabeth Grosz calls acceptable tolerable knowable humanity
played out by audiences and actors on a national stage 55 Literary and cinematic
texts about freaks by Nathanael West Djuna Barnes Tod Browning and Carson
McCullers subvert and reinvent modern progress narratives in order to challenge
high modernist literary and social ideologies.
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