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Learn about a potential firsttreatmentoption for 3 out of 4 patients
withadvancednonsmall cell lung cancer NSCLC On October 16 2023 the Food and Drug
Administration approved pembrolizumab Keytruda Merck with platinum containing
chemotherapy as neoadjuvanttreatment and with continuation of single agent Oct
31 2024 Keytrudais the first immunotherapy called a checkpoint inhibitor
approved for firstlinetreatmentof lung cancer

How DoesKeytrudaWork forNSCLC? A summary of clinical trial results showing that
pembrolizumab improved progression free and overall survival for patients
withadvancednon small cell lung cancer Jun 22 2025 First line Keytrudais often
used as the initialtreatmentforadvancedNSCLC either alone or combined with
chemotherapy especially if the tumor expresses the PD L1 protein Dec 13 2024 It
uses the immune system to attack the cancer

Indications forKeytrudain Stage 4 Lung CancerKeytrudais mainly for patients who
have seen their lung cancer grow after using platinum based chemotherapy. An FDA
approved test must show PD L1 expression

These biomarkers help choose the besttreatmentfor people withadvancedNSCLC
Health care professionals may find clinical trial results for first line
monotherapy withKEYTRUDA pembrolizumab foradvancedNSCLCin KEYNOTE 024 and
KEYNOTE 042 Mar 24 2021 MercksKEYTRUDA pembrolizumab demonstrates superior
progression free and overall survival compared to chemotherapy as first
linetreatmentin patients withadvancednon small cell lung cancer Jan 27 2023
Approval based on KEYNOTE 091 trial which demonstrated a clinically meaningful
improvement in disease free survival withKEYTRUDAin these patients following
surgical resection and platinum based chemotherapy versus placebo Approval marks
fifth indication forKEYTRUDA based regimens inNSCLCand 34th indication
forKEYTRUDAin the US Merck NYSE MRK known as MSD outside of the United FDA
approved repotrectinib Augtyro for locallyadvancedor metastatic ROS1+NSCLC

Link Science Made Simple October FDA approved pembrolizumab Keytruda with
platinum containing chemotherapy as neoadjuvanttreatment and with continuation
of single agent pembrolizumab as post surgical adjuvanttreatmentfor
resectableNSCLCtumors. Link.
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