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Honduras the second largest country in Central America is a nation with a multi
ethnic plurilingual and multicultural population including indigenous peoples

and those of African descent The human rights situation inHonduraswas
problematic due to the prolonged estado de excepcin state of emergency and an
increase in gender based violence According to the former Security Minister
ofHonduras Oscar Alvarez Mexican cartels move freely throughout the northernmost
region ofHonduras but rather than seeking to take over areas the cartels work
through already existing networks of local gang bosses to increase their

presence and expand their operations.63 InSight Crime researchers Based on these
estimates 12.0 percent of the population inHonduras 1 253 thousand people in

2022 is multidimensionally poor while an additional 14.8 percent is classified

as vulnerable to multidimensional poverty 1 548 thousand people in 2022 Nov 30
2023 Instability inHondurasincluding a 2009 coup and outflows of migrants and
asylum seekers since 2014has led U.S

policymakers to focus greater attention on conditions in the country and their
implications for the United States over the past decade Hondurasremains one of
the poorest and most unequal countries in the region

By 2024 almost half the popula tion lived on less than US$8.3 a day 2021 PPP the
up per middle income threshold For a comprehensive view Hondurassperformance is
shown compared to three distinct benchmarks i Global where all countries are
compared equally ii By other Lower middle income countries or iii By others coun
tries in Latin America and the Caribbean region.
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