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More progress is possible and the impact ofcausesof deathcan fall further. On
this page you will find global data and research onleadingcausesof deathand how
they can be prevented

This includes the number of people dying from eachcause theirdeathrates how they
differ between age groups and their trends over time As a newly emergedcauseof
deaths COVID 19 was directly responsible for 8.7 million deaths in 2021

Lower respiratory infections remained theworlds most deadly communicable disease
other than COVID 19 ranked as the fifthleadingcauseof deathin 2021 although the
total number of deaths from lower respiratory infections has decreased Jun 1
2025 Deathis the one universal certainty we all share

But the how and whyof deathis not evenly distributed across humanity. From
affluent cities with high tech hospitals to remote villages with limited
healthcare access thecausesof deathreveal as much about inequality and
environment as they do about biology

In our modern era the majority of deaths are no longer from plagues or predators
Theleadingcauseof deathin theworldfor countless years running is heart disease

In 2017 heart disease accounted for nearly 32% of theworlds total deaths Jun 10
2024 Leadingbroadcauseof death 2021 Theleadingcausesof deathbroken down into
three broad categories infectious maternal neonatal and nutritional diseases
e.g. HIV AIDS pre term birth non communicable diseases e.g

cardiovascular disease cancer and injuries e.g. natural disasters conflict The
following is a list of thecausesof human deathsworldwidefor different years
arranged by their associated mortality rates

Somecauseslisted include deaths also included in more specific subordinatecauses
and somecausesare omitted so the percentages may only sum approximately to 100%

Thecauseslisted are relatively immediate medicalcauses but the ultimatecauseof
deathmight WHOs Global Health Estimates provide latest available data oncausesof
deathglobally by region by sex and by income group

They are published every 3 or 4 years and identify trends in mortality over time
which can and are used for decision making on global health policy and resource
allocation Jun 10 2024 Leadingcausesof death 2021 The disease condition or
injury estimated tocausethe most deaths in each country annually 2 days ago
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