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As one of only two specifically designated categories of ethnicity in the United
States Hispanics andLatinosform a pan ethnicity incorporating a diversity of
inter related cultural and linguistic heritages in which use of the Spanish
language is the most important common element In general Latino is understood as
shorthand for the Spanish word latinoamericano or the Portuguese latino
americano and refers to almost anyone born in or with ancestors from Latin
America and living in the U.S

including Brazilians Oct 22 2025 Today Latinosare the countrys second largest
racial or ethnic group making up one in five Americans. They are also strikingly
diverse relatively young mostly U.S

born and increasingly dispersed across the country As the largest ethnic
minority theLatinocommunity is an integral part of the identity of the United
States.LatinasandLatinosare athletes entrepreneurs scientists public servants
and more and have made significant cultural contributions Oct 29 2025 Hispanic
refers to people from Spanish speaking countries while Latino refers topeople
from Latin American countries

A person can be Hispanic Latino both or neither depending on their background.
When using one of these terms to refer to a specific person always respect their
preference May 10 2025 Latinoscan be Black Indigenous white or even Asian in
Peru for example

This suggests that the designation Latino should not be used to describe race or
ethnicity but rather where people come from either geographically or culturally
Sep 14 2020 Some have offered Latino as an alternative

This term refers to those from Latin America meaning it includes Brazil but not
Spain. The word existed long before the 1960s.
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