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Nov 14 2025 Depending on how a constitution organizes power between
thecentraland subnationalgovernments a country may be said to possess either
aunitaryor a federal system see also federalism

In aunitarysystem the only level ofgovernmentbesides the central is the local or
municipal government Aug 10 2025 In contrast unitarysystems feature centralized
sovereignty with the centralgovernmentas the supreme authority

This grants federal sub units significant constitutionally protected autonomy
whileunitarysub units have limited autonomy subject to the centralgovernments
will While FederalGovernmentdistributes power between thecentraland
regionalgovernments UnitaryGovernmentconcentrates power in the central authority

Decision making processes and the level of autonomy granted to subnational
entities also differ significantly between the two systems Dec 1 2025 In
aunitarysystem ofgovernment the centralgovernmentholds most of the power

Theunitarystate still has local and regional governmental offices but these are
under the direct control or authority of thecentralgovernment

The United Kingdom is one example of aunitarynation Nov 22 2023 The most
fundamentaldifferencebetween federal andunitarysystems lies in how they
distribute governmental power

In a federal system the constitution explicitly divides power between
thecentralgovernmentand regional units like states or provinces Oct 2 2023
Aunitarygovernmentcentralizes all governing power in a single body whereas a
federalgovernmentdistributes power across national and subnational entities Jul
25 2025 Federal andunitarygovernmentsdiffer primarily in their structural
organization distribution of authority and decision making processes

These distinctions affect governance policy execution and citizen engagement. In
a federalgovernment power is divided between central and regional authorities.
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