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A nominalthresholdis an estimated value from entomologist best experiences Used
when the relationship between aninsectpest and an crop yield has not been
measured experimentally When using injury equivalents theeconomicthresholdis
always below the EIL as presented in the Stern et al. model

Injury equivalents have also been used to develop EILs for complexes
ofinsectpests with similar feeding behaviors Hutchins et al

1988 Aneconomicthresholdis theinsect s population level or extent of crop damage
at which the value of the crop destroyed exceeds the cost of controlling the
pest Economicthreshold

The pest density at which management action should be taken to prevent an
increasing pest population from reaching the economic injury level. This
decision point is called theeconomicthreshold or sometimes the action threshold

It is the decision point for action the pest density at which steps are first

taken to ensure that a potential pest population never exceeds its economic
injury level Aneconomicthreshold ET is typically the pest population density at
which a pest control action e.g

pesticide biological control cultural control etc

should be taken in order to prevent an increasing pest population from reaching
economically damaging levels which is the economic injury level EIL
Economicthresholdscan be expressed in a variety of ways including the number
ofinsectsper plant or per square metre the amount of leaf surface damage etc

In many cases thresholdshave been established through scientific research.
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