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Notis one of the most common words we use to indicate negation. It is often
shortened to nt and joined to an auxiliary verb or modal verb Notin negative
statements She hasnt | didnot The meaning ofNOTis used as a function word to
make negative a group of words or a word

How to usenotin a sentence You usenot usually in the form n t in questions which
imply that someone should have done something or to express surprise that
something is not the case

Why didn tyou do it months ago? Why couldn t he listen to her? Hasn tanyone ever
kissed you before? NOTdefinition used to express negation denial refusal or
prohibition

See examples ofnotused in a sentence In conversation whennotis used after be
have do or a modal it is not usually pronounced in full. When you write down
what someone says you usually representnotas n tand add it to the verb in front
of it Notis a powerful word

When Hamlet says to be ornotto be he is questioning whether he should live or
die the inverse of living

Just be careful of what s called a double negative where you usenotwith another
negating word and end up negating your negation used before a singular count
noun not even one expressing emphasis about the lack of something [~ + a one +
noun] He hadnota penny to his name.Nota single missile got through the defense
system Not the general declarative form of no indicating a negation of a related
statement that usually precedes Not! a grammatical construction used as a
contradiction popularized in the early 1990s Definition ofnotadverb in Oxford
Advanced Learner s Dictionary

Meaning pronunciation picture example sentences grammar usage notes synonyms and
more Understanding the nuances between no andnotis essential for clear
communication

No is often used to indicate a straightforward denial refusal or the absence of
something whereas not is typically used to negate a verb adjective or another
adverb forming the negative of a statement.
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