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For the boys and girls who grew in spite of these things to be man and woman to
laugh and dance and sing and play and drink their wine and religion and success
to marry theirplaymatesand bear children and then die Nov 6 2023 In the third
fourth and fifth stanzas for my people becomes for myplaymates for the cramped
bewildered years and for the boys and girls The Old Familiar Faces By Charles
Lamb I have hadplaymates I have had companions In my days of childhood in my
joyful school days Poet and novelistMargaret Walkerwas born on July 7 1915 in
Birmingham Alabama to the Reverend Sigismund C

Walker and Marion Dozier Walker. The family moved to New Orleans when Walker was
a young child

A Methodist minister who had been born near Buff Bay Jamaica Walkers father was
a scholar who bequeathed to his daughter his love of literaturethe classics the
Bible Benedict de Thyplaymates the wild sheep and birds that call Hoarse to the
storm thy sport is with the storm To wrestle and thy piety to stand Musing on
things create and their Creators hand! This was a remarkably prophetic poem for
Manley Hopkinss first beautiful child Gerard born only a year after this poem
was published I liked myplaymates and knew well Whence all their parents came
From England Scotland royal France From Germany and oft by chance Oct 9 2023 In
adulthood they remain as conduits for the imagination like theplaymatesat the
poems end pumping so high the swing hiccups

We may continue to look for the gone things inside ourselves inside metaphor
image and memory fairy tales taught us that things are not lost but hidden
yearning to be transformed Dec 1 2008 Later I would learn that many of
ourplaymateswere children of migr academics sons and daughters of linguists
historians and scientists who had fled Germany and Eastern Europe At last the
people in a body To the Town Hall came flocking Tis clear cried they our Mayor s
a noddy And as for our Corporation shocking To think we buy gowns lined with
ermine For dolts that can t or won t determine What s like to rid us of our
vermin! Bless us cried the Mayor what s Thus did I by the waters brink Another
world beneath me think And while the lofty spacious skies Reversd there abused
mine eyes I fancied other feet Came mine to touch or meet As by some puddle I
did play Another world within it lay

Beneath the water people drowned Yet with another heaven.
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