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BlueberryLeaf Rust Is a minor disease ofblueberriescaused by the rust fungus
Pucciniastrum vaccinia. In early spring to summer spores from hemlocks alternate
host are dispersed by wind and infect youngblueberryleaves

The disease first appears as small yellow chlorotic spots on the upper surface

of youngblueberryleaves Infectionsin the crown may eventually kill the plant.

The pathogen can also cause fruit rot although this is uncommon in New England.
Management of Phomopsis twig blight

The disease can be managed by avoiding injury to the plants caused by improper
pruning or cultivating

Plants should be irrigated to avoid drought stress Summary ofblueberryhandling
advice to reduce rots Pick on time every 7 days or less and pick ALL berries on

the bush at each harvest date Handle berries dry moisture is required for spore
germination infection so DRY FRUIT = Less ROT Stem scars are exposed at time of
picking primary point forinfection Pacific Northwestblueberrygrowers must

identify and control a number of bacterial and fungal diseases in order to

ensure the highest yields

Fortunately only a few of the diseases that occur on highbushblueberryin this
region cause significant losses when left unchecked 5 days ago Anthracnose fruit
rot is a common fungal disease ofblueberriesin all growing regions of the U.S.
and has become known as a major disease in North Carolina

It is caused by the two species complexes Colletotrichum acutatum and
Colletotrichum gloeosporioides

Whileinfectionfrom these pathogens can take place throughout fruit development

it often stays dormant until after the fruit has Theinfectionspreads around the
developing berry Figure 3 which becomes a hard shriveled pumpkin shaped pinkish
gray sclerotium

Sclerotia survive the winter in the layer of fallen leaves and if the soil

remains wet long enough in the spring these germinate to produce goblet shaped
apothecia Figure 4 Jul 11 2019 Virus and phytoplasma diseases ofblueberryvary
widely

Some diseases such asblueberrystunt have well knowninfectioncycles and vector
relationships while others such asblueberrynecrotic ring blotch disorder are
newly discovered Over 35diseasescan infectblueberriesbut giving the plants the
right conditions can prevent mostdiseases

Read more aboutblueberrydiseases.
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