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Slaveswould be kept in bondage for life or for a fixed period of time after
which they would be granted freedom

[3] Althoughslaveryis usually involuntary and involves coercion there are also
cases where people voluntarily enter into slavery to pay a debt or earn money
due to poverty Nov 10 2025 Manyslaveswere the offspring of slaves

Some people were enslaved as a punishment for crime or debt others were sold
intoslaveryby their parents other relatives or even spouses sometimes to satisfy

debts sometimes to escape starvation It was intended to be the start of

establishing an independent freehold of freedslaves but it failed and was a main
catalyst leading to the Civil War Previous Section Overview Next Section

Reformers and CrusadersPre Civil War African American SlaveryAuthentic Anecdotes
of American Slavery L.M

Child 1838 African American Perspectives Materials Selected from the Rare Book
Collection African Americans had been enslaved in what became the United States
since early in the 17th century

Even so by the time of the American Revolution and Feb 14 2025 The monstrous
institution ofslaverywas ended

Now came the monumental task of Reconstruction of integrating formerslavesinto
the economic political and social fabric of the nationa task that is still

generations later ongoing Throughout history some forms ofslaveryexisted as
punishment for committing crimes or to pay off debts

In the United States individuals were forced into slavery born intoslavery and
wereslavesfor life based on their race.Slaveswere recognized as property or
objects of theslaveowners Slavesworked harder propelling their owners to new
previously unimagined heights of wealth and power

As they did slaveowners expanded their plantations and demanded more and
moreslaves asslavesproved to be an extraordinarily valuable form of labor From
inventing dry cleaning to sugar refining tothefirst steamboat propeller African
Americans have been active contributors totheeconomic political and social
legaciesof theUnited States

MuchofU.S

history however is contextualized bythesystemofslavery that was imposed on
African Americans for 250 yearsand how those born under that system and in its
aftermath have crafted 6 days ago African Americans Slavery Resistance Abolition
Enslaved people played a major though unwilling and generally unrewarded role in
layingtheeconomic foundationsof theUnited Statesespecially intheSouth
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