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Most ofAntarcticais covered by the Antarctic ice sheet with an average thickness
of 1.9 km 1.2 mi .Antarcticais on average the coldest driest and windiest of the
continents and has the highest average elevation

It is mainly a polar desert with annual precipitation of over 200 mm 8 in along
the coast and far less inland 5 days ago Antarctica the worlds southernmost
continent is almost wholly covered by an ice sheet and is about 5.5 million
square miles 14.2 million square km in size Without any ice Antarcticawould
emerge as a giant peninsula and archipelago of mountainous islands known as
LesserAntarctica and a single large landmass about the size of Australia known
as GreaterAntarctica Aug 9 2023 NASA uses satellites to study the ice
onAntarcticaand how the continent is changing

Scientists want to know how changes in Earths climate are affectingAntarcticas
ice sheets Dec 24 2025 The New York Times is joining an expedition by sea
toAntarcticas fastest thinning glaciers Discover incredible facts
aboutAntarctica learn about past expeditions to the continent and find out why
it is the most inhospitable place on Earth Antarctica isEarths southernmost
continent covering an area of 13.72 million square kilometers making it the
fifth largest continent by land area

Despite its massive size Antarctica has no permanent population due to its harsh
climate icy terrain and remote location Dec 12 2025 Explore All
CountriesAntarcticaAntarcticaPage last updated December 12 2025 Antarcticais
Earth s southernmost and least populated continent

Situated almost entirely south of theAntarcticCircle and surrounded by the
Southern Ocean i Antarcticais a continent capped by an inland ice sheet up to
4.8km thick containing approximately 90% of the worlds total surface fresh water
and 60% of the worlds total fresh water.
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