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A Google Books search confirms Ammer s assertion that the original allusion is
to an unnecessarywheeladded to a four wheeled vehicle

In Google Books search results for the phrases like a the fifthwheel and like a
thethird wheel most of the earliest matches involve fifth wheels Nov 29 2016 2 I
think the term fifthwheelis a term for something superfluous akin to an
extrawheelon a four wheeled carriage

The Wikipedia claim about the fifthwheelreferring to the the fifth wheelcoupling
on trailers seems far fetched since it may be fifth but it s by no means useless
Dec 10 2014 A fifthwheelis literally less necessary than athird wheel

A fifthwheeladds nothing to the stability of a four wheeled vehicle whereas
athird wheeldoes actually improve the stability of a two wheeled vehicle Apr 26
2017 Is there an alternative expression for thethird fifthwheelon the wagon ?
Ask Question Asked 8 years 7 months ago Modified 8 years 3 months ago Nov 24
2014 There are three expressions like third wheel or three s a crowd indicating
that those people not in the one on one couples relationship are extraneous

Three in this case stands for more than two and no special four or five
expressions are needed Jan 16 2017 Might be off topic but just feel it s
interesting

In Chinese there is actually a very specific word for this person and it got
popular in recent years as more and more people are having affairs

Originally it s called the third one meaning it s the third person out of the
couple and then became little third in pop culture Third wheelA person or thing
that serves no useful purpose. An unwantedthirdparty accompanying two people on
a date

Sparewheel An extrawheelheld in reserve in most cars to be used in an emergency.
Fifthwheel Anything superfluous or unnecessary Jan 5 2018 This may be similar to
the expression third wheel or fifthwheel possibly with the verb to pass over or
to overlook? To blank is not quite what this involves

Possible examples He turned around and _______ Melania. He turned around and
treated Melania to _______. Possibly a phrasal verb

I think most if not all of us have been there May 1 2011 Span is an older strong
past tense form of spin this is the past tense form that existed in the older
Germanic ancestors of English. In German for example the past tense of spinnen
is still spann

In English span has mostly fallen out of use in favor of spun for both the past
participle and simple past forms. This is a form of paradigm leveling. It has



occurred in other words like sting Aug 2 2015 Thethirdis ungrammatical and

should be discarded

The first two are just about grammatical but mean different things. By the end

of the week means you will have completed it by then. At the end of the week

means you intend to start reading it then

The problem with the grammaticality is the use of the present progressive when

it seems you need the future. Ideally you need to say I will.
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