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Ain thas historically been widely disapproved as nonstandard despite its
appearance in the writings of authors such as Herman Melville and Louisa May
Alcott. Nevertheless it is flourishing in informal American English with the
meanings am are is not and have has not

Ain tis a negative inflection for am is are has and have in informal English. In
some dialects it is also used for do does did and will

The development ofain tfor the various forms of be have will and do occurred
independently at different times Dec 13 2023 What does aint mean? The word aint
meansam not are not and is not. In some dialects it can also mean has not have
not do not does not and did not

Aint is a contraction or combination of words and began as a condensed version

of the words am and not Idiom if itain tbroke don t fix it Definition ofain

tfrom the Cambridge Advanced Learner s Dictionary Thesaurus Cambridge University
Press Oct 31 2025 As a contraction of have not and has not ain tderives from the
earlier form han t which shifted from hnt to hent and underwent h dropping in

most dialects The word is also used for emphasis That justain tso! It does not

usually appear in formal writing except for deliberate effect in such phrases or

to represent speech Definition ofaintshort form in Oxford Advanced Learner s
Dictionary

Meaning pronunciation picture example sentences grammar usage notes synonyms and
more Jun 1 2025 Aint is a contraction shorthand for am not is not are not have
not or has not that has been part of English for centuries

It s considered informal or nonstandard and is often associated with dialects
and colloquial speech but it s recognized in many varieties of English
Contraction of am not. 2. Used also as a contraction for are not is not has not
and have not. Usage Note Ain thas a long history of controversy

It first appeared in 1778 evolving from an earlier an t which arose almost a
century earlier as a contraction of are not and am not Her husband left and
sheain tnever been the same

UsageAin tis usually regarded as an error but it is common in the very informal
speech of some people and it is also used in informal and humorous phrases.
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