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Willows also called sallows and osiers of the genus Salix comprise around 350
species plus numerous hybrids of typically deciduous trees and shrubs. They are
primarily found on moist soils in cold and temperate regions

Most species are known aswillow but some narrow leaved shrub species are called
osier and some broader leaved species are referred to as sallow from Old English
sealh A family farm in Oregon growing over 60 varieties ofwillowfor floral

design basketry landscaping living structures erosion control and the secret
gardens of your childhood dreams As a group willowsare easy to identify in fact
pussywillowsare one of the first trees that many of us learn Willowshave been

used by people for eons in craft furniture and medicine so its presence in our
language is understandable

Below are descriptions of just a smattering of the 200 plus species ofWillowsin
cultivation types that are reliably found at Portland Nursery each spring
Although thewillowis a riparian loving tree and is often found on the edge of
streams and other water sources it can also thrive in other locations

Thewillowwas one of the first species used by Native Americans for making
baskets and snares Hookerswillowis often called DuneWillow Beach Willow or
Coastal Willow. It has also been known as S. piperi and S. amplifolia

A large shrub or small tree to 18 feet 6m it has attractive pussies in early
spring before the leaves appear

Its stout twigs and 1.5 5 4 12cm long oval to egg shaped leaves are very hairy
when young Oct 27 2025 Willowtrees and shrubs belong to the Salix genus
encompassing over 400 types of plants that thrive in moist environments and are
native to temperate and cold regions in the Northern Hemisphere

These trees vary greatly from small shrubs hugging the ground to majestic towers
reaching 90 feet Aug 27 2025 Willowsare a relatively young genus having evolved
about 30 60 million years ago

They are fast growing trees that make great hedges shade trees or for use in
wetlands ecological restoration and erosion control giving great options to

those who live in cold to temperate climates Dec 13 2025 willow shrubs and trees
of the genus Salix family Salicaceae mostly native to north temperate areas and
valued for ornament shade erosion control and timber

Salicin source of salicylic acid used in pain relievers is derived from

certainwillows Weepingwillowsin Portland and just about anywhere may be hybrids
from several species. Sorting it all out is very difficult so S. babylonica

remains as the species. Fairly common in Portland
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